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The following notes give an indication of what we are aiming to achieve for the boys in our care.  Some commonly asked questions and their answers are included so you have a better understanding about some of the day to day routines and procedures which boys and their parents want to know about.  Together they may be useful for you in making decisions about your son’s future schooling.

If you require any further information please phone the School Secretary to arrange an appointment on 06 873 1136 or fax 06 878 6955

www.lindisfarne.school.nz
Lindisfarne College Intermediate School
Year 7 and 8 General Overview

The Intermediate School is attached to and forms part of Lindisfarne College.  It aims to provide a caring and stimulating environment:
· Where the boys are encouraged to strive for personal excellence in all endeavours

· Where high standards are expected and achieved in both content and presentation of work

· Where learning programmes are planned, structured and have clear goals

· Where success and progress are emphasised, acknowledged and rewarded

· Where initiative, independence and responsibility are encouraged

· Where boys feel good about themselves, their learning, their classmates and their school

· Where the transition from Intermediate School to Secondary School is uninterrupted

· Where the staff is approachable and available to the boys and parents

· Where it is ‘cool to achieve’.
The school has three modern classrooms which are well equipped and located in a new stand‑alone block between the Mouat Block and the Library.

The Boys in the Intermediate School:

· Are fully integrated and involved within the Secondary School

· Take part in Assembly and Chapel services

· Make full use of the College facilities

· Can take part in individual or group lessons in music, speech or drama

· Participate in a wide range of clubs

· Are actively involved in Compulsory sport.
Curricula

· Classes are relatively small with the average size being twenty one.
· The ‘core curriculum’ of English, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science and Technology are given emphasis with remedial and extension opportunities often available.

· The boys spend much of their day in their homeroom with their Form Teacher but have the advantage of being taught Science, Physical Education, Art, Religious Studies, Music and Oral Communication by specialist teachers in purpose‑built rooms.

· Three Primary trained teachers are the Intermediate homeroom teachers.  They have a consistency of approach and philosophy which is beneficial to the boys.
Boarding


Boarding accommodation is available in ‘Plantation Dormitory’ which is especially set aside for Year 7 and 8 Boarders.  They are under the care of the Junior Housemaster, Matron and a Junior Dorm Prefect.

How the management of teaching and learning enhances the educational outcomes of the students

Class Composition and Organisation in the Intermediate School

1. FC.  A composite class of Y7 /Y8 boys selected on the basis of Scholarship Exam results, previous school records and pro-forma sent in November, P.A.T. Results, teacher observations and judgments in the first

4 weeks of school.

These boys are the most able Y7 /Y8 boys.  Our goal is to extend them and take them further and faster through the Level 4 Curriculum programmes.

2. The remaining Y7 and Y8 class contain students whose ability is generally less than those of FC as measured by the indicators outlined above.

These boys are grouped in classes where their needs are generally similar, teaching priorities can be focused, so that sound basic skills and knowledge are emphasized and pitched at a level which enables success and progress at a pace that can be managed by the boys in these classes.

Our classes then are grouped so the more able boys are streamed off the top.

3. Class placement is regularly reviewed and changes made as per need. In all cases, parents are involved and consulted in the review process.

Programmes

1. We develop our programmes of work from the N.Z. Curriculum Statements. We target a combination of L3 and L4 Achievement objectives and in Y7 and Y8 classes may use different resources to achieve the stated objectives for these classes.

2. We use an odd year, even year resource programme so that boys encounter new, and varied programmes to the previous year and remain challenged, focused and motivated.

Support Programmes

Boys well behind the expected levels in the ‘English’ Curriculum (specifically Reading, Writing, Spelling as indicated by teacher judgment or P.A.T. analysis) may be withdrawn from their core English classes for a specified number of periods and work in a small group with the learning support staff, focusing on specifics as provided by Intermediate teachers (this is set down for termly review.)

Oral Communication, Public Speaking and Debating

1. Oral Communication

Every boy involved for 1 hour per week in Oral Communication/Public Speaking programme. This is examinable by N.Z. Speech Board.  Every Intermediate boy passes, many with credit and distinction.

2. Public Speaking
Students have the opportunity to be involved in ‘Public Speaking’.  The O.C. Teacher (Donna Jones) coordinates this Programme. The programme is examined.

3. Debating
The English Department provides an opportunity to develop Junior Inter-School Debating at the Junior B level whereby about 6 FC boys learn the art of debating and compete against other Y9 / Y10 boys/girls from local High Schools.

Utilisation of Specialist Teachers and Specialist Facilities

1. Where possible specialist teachers using specialist resources teach the

Intermediate School curriculum.

We believe specialist teachers using their specialist facilities and curriculum knowledge enhance the educational outcomes for boys, though this varies at times from year to year because of timetable constraints but is certainly part of management philosophy.

2. In Music there are a large number of boys in the Intermediate School who have taken up the opportunity for individual music tuition, using itinerant tutors on a rotating withdrawal/timetable or at lunchtime and after school.

3. Homeroom/Form teachers, e.g. English, Maths, teach the core curriculum. Each teacher in the Department specializes in particular subject areas.

Curriculum Delivery Statement

The document clearly specifies the key elements of Curriculum Delivery and the strategies within the Intermediate School. It especially emphasises the vision and philosophy we are emphasising within the Department. We believe this significantly and positively enhances the educational outcomes for boys in our care because it gives consistency of practice, focus, cohesiveness and direction.
Communication with Parents

1. Regular newsletters to parents of Intermediate School boys keep them informed about what we believe is important, what we are emphasising and focusing on and outlines events and or successes / concerns.

2. Staff are approachable and accessible. They can be contacted by phone or fax at times that have been communicated to parents. Interviews and meetings are arranged when there are matters for discussion or resolution. Parents or staff can initiate these

3. Parent Interviews follow the issue of Progress reports in Term 1 and Term 3 and detailed reports are issued at the end of Term 2 and Term 4.

Additional Opportunities

Examples of how we attempt to manage activities and enhance the teaching or learning programme available to boys in the Intermediate School.

Because our classes are generally smaller, as are our overall numbers, a lot of boys are able to take up opportunities to participate in a wide range of activities, i.e. Music tuition and the opportunity to perform in school bands or ensembles.

N.S.W Mathematics, English and Science Competitions

Australian Mathematics Competition 

Science Technology Challenges, Science Fairs and Science Quizzes

Hawke’s Bay Mathletics

Hawke’s Bay Literature Quiz, Junior Impromptu Speaking Contest 

Intermediate Bible Reading competition
Athletics, Swimming, Cross Country events -

Inter-school exchanges

House Music/Drama Festivals.

Young performers concert

While the events and activities may not involve all boys, many have the opportunity within the school to be involved in this wide range of activities and experience a wealth of educational opportunity, which they may take up at a later time.

We endeavour, in the Intermediate School, for as many boys as possible to ‘taste’ or experience the wide range of opportunities, which are available. This may lead to successful outcomes later on at school.

What we do well
· Regular Dean’s meetings with the boys of the Intermediate School to review and preview activities and events and celebrate successes in sporting, academic and cultural pursuits. They are opportunities to review and re-state goals, so that boys are regularly reminded of what’s important and those who exhibit desirable behaviour are acknowledged.

· Take responsibility for our own self-improvement as teachers and be prepared to take actions to improve where need is identified

· Communicate well with parents and boys

· Set clear goals. (e.g. Personal best is achievable given the right attitudes and opportunities.)

· Have a vision about what we are trying to do for boys. (See Curriculum Delivery statement.)

· Organise and plan ahead

· Focus on solutions not problems

· Show flexibility, adaptability and approachability to other staff, departments, parents and boys

· Liaise and consult other Departmental Staff

· Encourage boys to use effectively the skills they have

· Believe that work habits / attitudes are important in terms of the standards boys ultimately achieve

· Set high standards and expectations in terms of behavior, attitude and learning

· Maintain and extend the roll of the Intermediate School

· Coach and manage successful sports teams and club activities
